THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
course of this study we shall have to examine the part
played in history by the human intellect; but we may
already say that it does not seem very logical to consider
man's physical forces as productive forces and to exclude
his mental powers. Neither Marx himself nor his
followers seem ever to have made a thorough study
of this question. Consciously or unconsciously, they
shunned the inevitable logical conclusions. According
to their theory, " the social, political and intellectual
life of a society depends on the mode of production as
necessitated by the wants of material life ". They seem
to suppose that when the mode of production has reached
a certain level, men's intelligence will be sufficiently
advanced to understand the importance of certain dis-
coveries, while the social system will be such as to make
possible the general use of the newly discovered forces.
The discoveries as well as their exploitation will there-
fore depend on the mode of production.
Though no proofs of the truth of this opinion have
as yet been furnished, we shall for once assume that
Marx is right and that his theory, as set forth in pro-
positions 1-4, holds good. The result would be as
follows: human knowledge and intelligence are deter-
mined by the conditions of production; it is human
intellect which, as we have seen, discovers new pro-
ductive forces; the development of these productive
forces determines the conditions of production, which in
turn determine the development of human intelligence
, . . and so on. We are confronted by a circular course
repeating itself to infinity, and no one can say which of
these inter-dependent elements is the first or primary
agency. Certainly not the productive forces, which in
the whole process play a merely passive part.
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